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'Physicotherapy.__ Dr. J. Fastman Sheehan’s account of the
resent position’ of plastie surgery is-very genéroiisly
{llustrated by 1b figures, and shows that, though the war
ave opportunities for iniprovement in the technigue, there
s much need for plastic surgery in civil life, especially for
the relief of the .after-resulls of burns. The practical
pspects of the eancer problem are handled by Dr. W. 8.
Bainbridge, and Dr. F. Carter Wood describes the uses
end liniitations of radiation in malignant disease. Other
lectures deal with the newer remedies, the colon, the doctor
in court, fits, gaits, puverperal infection, thé toxaeming
of pregnancy, the colds of children, and periodical health
examination. This list does not nearly exhaust the cathiclie
pature of the lectures in this well brought out volurme, -

.7+ BTERILITY IN WOMEN. =~ :
Dr, CarriEr, to whom was awarded a few years ago the.
Michelin prize on the depopulation problem for an essay
entitled ** Des Bébés, g'il vous plait,”” has now written 8
ook on female sterility with the subtitle ** maternity
restored.””* The very fact that it ie written by s medical
tepressntative of the group in Irance that is trying.te
gombat the effects.of birsh restriction in that country gives
the book a character of its own, and it must be regarded
- 88 a medical treatisa on sterility and as advocating the
views of a particular sociological school. o
The investigition and treatment of sterility in woinen is
considered fully both from the prevemtive and curative
standpoint, and with the enthusiasm of one who regards
his subject as of the utmost importance for the welfars
and betterment of tho raco, Recent methods, such as
| thote of Rubin and -his followers, for investigating. the .
- patency of the Fallopisn tubes by insufflation or the injec-
tien of opaque solutions, are included, us well as details
of treatment by general hygienic menrsures; organotherapy,
matsage, exercises, hydrotherapy, pestsaries, artificial |
insemination, and varions surgical procedures, Consider-
able space iz properly devoted to the treatment of local
inflammatory conditions of the lower straits of the genitsl
tract in order to lessen ke incidence of the chronic uterine,
tubal, and peritoneal conditions that interfers with the
reproductive function. Thers is little ecritical discussion
of the relative vaiue of the various procedures and forms
of treatment advocated, and it is not easy to discover how
Ioch is-to be expected in the way of results or how to
Iake & sclection from among s> many. There is & con-
duding chapter on the amelioration of the race, ths modern -
marriage, eugenic selection and prenuptial examination, for '
the last of whick the author shows no enthusiasm..
The book is typically French in style, with many curious
* @sides and digressions that lighten and enliven what would -
othorwise be heavy medical roading.. ¥t  will have a
barticular interest for those who wish to study the guestion
of depopulation, or to learn the views of & medical practi-
Yomer who is among those who have seen reason to take-
dlarm - at the effect of the restriction of families in s -
country that hes practised it widely and for long.-

, ' FACT AND FANCY. _ L
Tarre are some who deny that the world is round, and some
%ho still believe in the mystery .of Joanna Southcott’s
xes, 50 that it is not altogether a matter of surprise thet .
there are others who demy the facts of physiolegy and of
wperience. There is a book before us written by one
- H. Bares, M.D., which for boldness of depial ard
.it"“geneas of assertion rivals the others. The title of the
2ok iy The (fure of Imperfect Sight by Treatment without
Glasses,s but that on the cover iz “ Perfect sight without
Blasses” The author would have us throw away eur useful
Blasses, ang beguile curselves into the belief that we see
‘Pelter without them. Trial shows that we do not, and that
,}_‘f‘ilhlieg_ed treatment is no more than a beguilement that
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does not stand the test of experience. To practise judge-
ment of what is seen is one thing, to see that same thing
better is ancther; to ‘‘ palm 7’ ihe eyes—othicririse make
use of familiar and refreshirg massage—is one thing, to
alter an anatomieal defeet another. But then this author
denies anatomical facts, and alleges that all errors of refrac-
tion are merely furtctional. Strangely encugh, he admits the
use of glasses for patients who have no lenses as the result
of eataract operation, but demies the use of ths lens in
accommodation, Qespite the evidence of P_urkil;ile’s figures;
which he has heard of, for he reproduces -the classical
picture in his pages, His cult extends to the assertion of
the value.of small print, even that which ie es smiall that'it
cannot be read; ‘ those who camnot read such type may be
benefited simply by locking at it.”” Excessive light, he
alleges, is not 'injurious, but actually heneficial ; therefore
look opeb-cyed at the sun. Reading in tied is “ beneficial.

_rather than injurious,” perhaps when the print is not seen !

But, strangely, black has its virtues: 1t ig possible "to:
perform surgical operation without snaesthétics when the
patient is able to remembér black perfectly.’”  Perhaps the
author got soreewhere near a truth in a sentence in the list
peragraplt of this book: * The fact is that, except in rare

ciises, man is not 2 reasoming being.” TR

P -We' iiét ‘oneé of this cult recently; a parent had been

summoned to attend a certain place owing to his persistent

refusal to provide his child with glisses for school vise. The

¢hild had myopia of 3 D+ without glasses vision was 1760,

with glasses 6/6. The child appreciated the value of the

glasses, but the father would not allow theni to be worn,
slleging other treatment. But the fcealcitrant parent wore:
glasses himself for an equal depres of myopis. It seéms.
% pity good paper should be wasted on such a hook; or that

our columns should give space to its notice.. But there

have been inquiries, and so this roview, -

NOTES ON BOOKS,

Tars fs the seagon of mellow fruitfulness in the publighin

world, when new books and new cditions fall thick &nd fas

upon us.  Among the imported fruits of learning and. industry
we welcome a further edition, the fourteenth, of the American
Hiustrated Medical Dictionary,® known o many in this country
a3 the © Big Dorland,” to distingnish it from, its diminutive
elder brother, the *' Little,’”” or * Pocket Dorland.>® The present
issue has been thoroughlj revised by Dr. NewsaN DORLAND
L. Mizizm, profeasor of bacterio-
-in the Medical College of Virginia. -It
is stated in the preface that there are over 2,000 new. terms
in this edition, and many defizitions have been.rewritten to
bring the terminology in accord with the latest accepted ideas.
The spelling, of course, follows American usage. Many new

line blocks bave been added in order to elucidate definitions . \

snd emphasize poinis that can be weéll shown in this way.

‘Bince it first appeared twenty-seven years ago the work has

grown continuously. The fourteenth edition contains nearly
twice as many poges as the first, bui; owing to thé mse of thin .

‘but opaque paper, the thickness of the volume has not increased -

in proportion. The XEnglish-speakin

_ medical profession ovwes
a large debt to Dr. Dorland for the

igh standard of care and

| accuracy maintained through successive revisions,

The second edition of Dr. Auﬁxm_'bﬂ’ﬁ textbook on diseases
of the ear in childhood? is really a’complete work on otology,

with ‘sperial reference 1o the anatomical snd’ pat.‘hologica’.l

peculiarities presented in the young. The first edition appeared
The fréquency with which the ear is

this rather artificial restriction. I_iut., a5 we have indicaled,
the bock is far more comprehensive than its title, the only

important omission to be discovered being the absence of any
'ragg

ence. to tumours and other diseases of the. eightk nerve.
There iz no call for criticism, for the work, which is dedicated
to the memory of Adam Politzer, is written by one of the
great masters of otology, is of & reasonalile size, and is adorned
with many fine illustrations. : S I
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